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1.

Whereas the "Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for
seafarers"” (STCW) 1978 Convention as amended, requires maritime
administration to control, monitor and supervise the Maritime Training

Institutes (MTI) approved for conducting the maritime courses.

Whereas the said Convention also requires the maritime administration to

approve the maritime courses conducted by Maritime Training Institutes.

Whereas the said Convention additionally required that the seafarers /

candidates are imparted training and assessed for the stated competency.

Whereas the provision of distance learning and e-learning for training
seafarers as contained in Section B-1/6 of STCW 1978, (as amended) allows
for the training of seafarers by distance learning and e-learning in accordance
with the standards of training and assessment set out in Section A-1/6 of the

said Convention.

Whereas the maritime courses were suspended by the Directorate vide DGS
Order No. 02 of 2020 dated 16 Mar 2020 and DGS Order No. 05 of 2020
dated 23 Mar 2020 respectively owing to the pandemic COVID 19. The
pandemic COVID 19 has disrupted the delivery of training programs.

Whereas the Directorate vide DGS Training Circular No. 16 of 2020 dated 24

Apr 2020 issued Guidelines for conducting courses using Virtual Classes /
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