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Disclaimer – The contents of this newsletter are merely for information purposes. It neither makes any claim as tothe accuracy 
or authenticity of the contents, nor does it accept liability to any person or organization for the information provided in this 
newsletter or incorporated into it by reference. 
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EDITORIAL… 
 
Shipping is the life blood of the Global economy. Without 

Shipping intercontinental trade, the bulk transport of raw 

materials and the import/export of affordable food and 

manufactured goods would simply not possible.;  

Everybody in the world benefit from shipping. As the 

world’s population continues to grow, low cost and 

maritime transport has an essential role to play in growth 

and sustainable development.  It has a great overall 

impact on the economy influencing a lot of industries 

directly or indirectly.  

The Directorate General of Shipping, India is responsible 

for life, health and the environment for Indian registered 

ships and ships at Indian ports, also  committed to uphold 

and protect the rights of seafarers and shipping industry.  

The e-newsletter has become a link for  disseminating 

useful maritime information and published quarterly by 

Directorate General of Shipping with the objective to 

provide glance of the important activities and updates to 

the members and stakeholders.  

The DGS editorial team strive to make the publication 

more useful. We in this regard welcome your valuable 

feedback and suggestions to further improve quality of 

the publication. 

…Rakesh Ulhas Gondane
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Director General of Shipping 

& Additional Secretary to the Govt. of India Speaks 

Shipping Industry is crucial to the existence of the Global 

economy. It is as vital as the industry is to the world and 

it’s people, equally important is the work of the brave 

seafarers who perform one of the toughest job in the world 

by running those massive ships through the roughest seas 

and riskiest areas. If it hadn’t been for them the global trade would come to a stand still.  

Training plays an important role in furthering human learning and development.  

Training in the maritime industry is the key in producing competent seafarers. Changes in 

the Maritime environment justify the need for regular seafarers training. However, Omicron 

strain of COVID-19 lead to closure of institute as a result the  seafarers could not complete 

the requisite training courses before joining the ship. Keeping in view the present subsiding 

impact of COVID - 19 the DGS has allowed all approved Maritime training institutes to 

operate and conduct physical classes with approved capacity.  

 However, in the interim period, to facilitate continuity of shipping services as the 

required Safe manning,  the DGS ensured continued validity of existing seafarers certificate 

beyond expiry date.  

The RPS module is a system incorporate link between permissible number of seafarers 

to be engaged vis-à-vis the amount of bank guarantee.  In order to prevent RPS from 

engaging excess number of seafarers than the permissible number to be engaged, a 

modification was carried out  in the e-governance RPS module, that will not allow e-migrate 

for seafarers if number exceeds the permissible limit.  

DGS iterated that the safety of seafarers is of prime importance and every stake 

holder should be vigilant in complying with the established statues or law. 

HAPPY SAILING . . . . 

 AMITABH KUMAR, IRS 
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF SHIPPING & ADDITIONAL SECRETARY TO THE GOI 
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INAUGURATION OF MERCHANT NAVY WEEK BY HIS EXCELLENCY, SHRI 
BHAGATSINGH KOSHYARI, GOERNOR OF MAHARASHTRA, ON 31st March 2022  AT 

RAJ BHAVAN  

The delegation of the National Maritime Day Celebrations (Central)Committee headed by 
Shri Amitabh Kumar, Director General of Shipping and Chairman NMDC (Central) Committee 
visited His Excellency, Shri Bhagat Singh Koshyari, Governor of Maharashtra to attend Flag 
Pining Ceremony at Raj Bhavan, Mumbai to commemorate the beginning of Merchant Navy 
Week starting from 31st March to 05th April, 2022.The delegation consisted of the officers from 
the Directorate General of Shipping& Shipping Corporation of India and heads of the various 
Organisations and unionsin maritime sector. 

 ‘Propelling Indian Maritime to Net Zero’ is the theme for this year celebrations. 

 

  Shri Amitabh Kumar, Director General Of Shipping informed that since 1964 we are 
celebrating 5th April every year as the National Maritime Day as on this day in 1919 that the first 
Indian Steamship “S.S. LOYALTY” of M/s. Scindia Steam, Navigation Co. Ltd., Mumbai, ventured 
into international water on her maiden voyage from Mumbai to London (UK). Merchant Navy 
Week will be celebrated this year to highlight the role and promote development of the Shipping 
Industry in all its aspects by diffusion of knowledge and information to the public and to 
recognize the services of seafarers and services of any other persons connected in promotion 
and development of national shipping and other allied matters by way of the following awards, 
scholarship and/ or any other manner.  
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He also gave detailed account of the merchant marine infrastructure in India and various 
recent developments and progress made in the maritime sector. He informed that various 
functions like webinar on the ‘Covid Pandemic- Challenges & Opportunities’ & ‘‘Propelling Indian 
Maritime to Net Zero’ will be organized on 1st and 2ndApril respectively. The grand finale event 
will be celebrated on 5th April, 2022. He felicitated the Hon’ble Governor of Maharashtra, pinned 
the first miniature flag on his wearing apparel and sought his blessings for starting the week 
long celebrations. Hon’ble Governor unveiled a collage showing the Voyages of Mahatma 
Gandhiji in his life time during this function.  

 

 

 

While interacting with the delegates, the Hon’ble Governor touched vast maritime history 
of India and stressed upon the importance of the merchant navy for the economic development 
of India. He appreciated the yeomen services of the shipping industry during the challenging 
Covid time. He expressed that there is need for further overall growth of maritime education in 
India and maintenance of safety and security of the seafarers at sea. He gave his best wishes 
and greetings to NMDC (Central) Committee, all the stakeholders of maritime industry and 
seafarers for celebration of the Merchant Navy week. 
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REPUBLIC DAY, 26 JANUARY 2022 

 

 

 

 

73rd  Republic Day Celebrated at Directorate 
General of Shipping, Mumbai on 26 
January, 2022. 

Shri Amitabh Kumar, Director General of 
Shipping And Additional Secretary to Govt. 
of India hoisted the National Flag to mark 
the date on which the constitution of India 
came into effect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPOINTMENT 

Shri Ashish Sinha, IRS has taken over the charges of the post of Dy. Director General  in the 
Directorate General of Shipping w. e. f.  03rd March, 2022.  
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Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav  

The Directorate General of Shipping is celebrating Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav to mark the 75th 
Independence year.  The Directorate along with its allied offices and various stake holders has 
been organizing different activities every month with different themes.  The activities conducted 
in the quarter ending 31st March, 2022 includes voluntary Blood donation camp at MMD, Kolkata 
on 22.02.2022. Total 22 Nos. Officers and staff members donated blood to state govt. owned 
Post Graduate (SSKM) Hospital Kolkata. 
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Celebration of 72nd Republic Day on 26.02.2022 highlighting the importance of Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav. Various competitions such as Quiz and Singing competition among the candidates 
with themes related to Indian Independence has been conducted to make young generation 
aware of our hard earned Independence.  Hindi Essay Competition’ was conducted on 14 and 15 
March 2022 among staff Members. 
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Lothal – India’s first port town and world’s oldest dock has been recognized under recognition of 
location of Marine Heritage Site. The site represents the history of Indian Marine Trade dating 
back to the era of Harappan Civilization.  
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DGS ORDERS ISSUED DURING THE QUARTER (JANUARY- MARCH 2022 ) 

 

Order 
No. 

Subject Date of 
issue 

1 of 2022  Temporary withdrawal of the SOP for domestic cruise in 
Indian waters.  

04/01/2022

2 of 2022  Conduct of Training during Third COVID Wave: Consolidation 
of all Orders and Re-issuance of Measures during Third Wave 

14/01/2022 

3 of 2022  Amendment IV to DGS Order No. 01 of 2020  31/01/2022 
4 of 2022  Rejection of 4 Year Marine Engineering Students With 10+2 

PCM with 45% (Prescribed by the DGS is minimum 60% in 
10+2 PCM) by the Mercantile Marine Department to appear 
MEO Class IV Examinations and Hundreds of Students threat 
to Commit Suicide-reg.  

07/02/2022 

5 of 2022  Revised standard operating procedures for cruise activities in 
Indian waters  

07/02/2022 

6 of 2022  Requirements for Indian Flag vessels calling Indian Offshore 
Facilities.  

10/02/2022 

7 of 2022  Clarification regarding Merchant Shipping Regulation of Entry 
of Ships into Ports, Anchorages and Offshore Facilities Rules, 
2012  

10/02/2022 

8 of 2022  Extension of all those STCW certificates which have been 
issued with a validity of 18 months.  

15/02/2022 

9 of 2022  Regarding Coastal Vessels (CV) and River Sea Vessels (RSV) 
during adverse weather conditions / cyclonic weather 
conditions  

07/03/2022 

10 of 2022  (Addendum 1 to DGS Order 05 of 2022)- Revised Standard 
operating procedures for cruise activities in Indian waters  

14/03/2022 

11 of 2022  Re-Opening of Maritime Training Institutes under controlled 
conditions and further relaxation in the issued SOP for Pre-
Sea and Post-Sea  

22/03/2022 

12 of 2022  Addendum -I to DGS order 11 of 2022 - Training Branch - 
Opening of Maritime Training Institutes under controlled 
conditions and further relaxation in the issued SoP for Pre -
Sea and Post - Sea Institutes

29/03/2022 
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NAVAL ARCHITECTURE 

 

The Directorate is implementing the ‘Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Policy 2016-2026’ which is 
rolled out by Ministry of Shipping, as per the guideline issued, as amended in October, 2017 and 
further amended in November 2020. 

Under the SBFA policy, the Ministry is providing financial assistance of 20% of contract 
price, actual receipts, fair price (whichever is least) to Indian shipyards for contracts signed 
between April 1, 2016 to March 31, 2026, including the said dates, to promote the Indian 
shipbuilding industry. Under the policy, the financial assistance extended would be reduced by 
3% every three years. Detailed guidelines of the policy are available on the website of the 
Ministry and that of the Directorate General of Shipping.  

The entire process, starting from one-time registration of shipyard, making application for 
in-principle approval by shipyards, application for release of financial assistance, submission of 
documents and processing the approval by Competent Authority etc., are done online on the 
web portal developed for this purpose (www.shipbuilding.nic.in). This web-portal eliminates 
physical transactions related to application, submission of documents, scrutiny, approval and 
sanction of the financial assistance. Data pertaining to the current status of the scheme is 
tabulated below;  

 

Application for In 
principle approval Applications (vessels) Contract Value (in Cr) 

Total received 101(174) 2800 

 

 

MERCANTILE MARINE DEPARTMENT, KOCHI 

Gist of the activities carried out by Mercantile Marine Department Kochi during the 
quarter endine 31March 2022 are as under 

1. Surveys Inspection 
 

Ships inspected under Flag State Implementation 11 

Ships inspected under Port State Control (PSC) 01 

Statutory Certificates issued 32 
Audits carried out 08 
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2. Examination 
 
 

Assessment 387 

 Written 1357 

 Oral 1231 

 Certificates of Competency processed 222 

 Type Rating Certificates issued 
07 

 Revalidation of Certificates of Competency 24 

 Dangerous Cargo Endorsements 314 

 GMDSS Endorsements 
247 

 Endorsement of UK of CoC 03 

 

3. General: 
 

MMD, Kochi issues Certificates ‘B’ to passenger ships and allots Maritime Mobile 
Service Identity (MMSI) Nos. to fishing vessels and sailing vessels. Also, carries out data 
capturing of Biometric Seafarers’ Identity Document (BSID) during the said quarter. 

 
MSI Nos. issued to fishing vessels & sailing vessels 06 

Certificates ‘B’ issued to passenger ships  37 

Certificates ‘A’ issued to passenger ships       01 

 Biometric Seafarers Identity Document captured    1244 

 
MERCANTILE MARINE DEPARTMENT , KOLKATA 

Gist of activities carried out by Mercantile Marine Department Kolkata during the quarter ending 
31 March are as under 

1. Registration of ships Under MS Act 
 

No. of new ships registered 
 

01 

No. of ships issued with international tonnage certificate 
 

01 

No. of manning certificates issued 
 

04 
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2. Survey Inspection 

 
No. of survey conducted on passenger ships 04 
No. of Cargo ship survey 04 
No. of Safety Equipment Survey conducted 01 
No. of IOPP Surveys conducted 01 
No. of Ship inspected under FSI 05 
No. of Indian flag ships detained 01 
No. of Shipping casualties reported 01 
No. of course inspection carried out at Training institute as per 
DGS training branch circular 

02 

No. of change of command 06 

3. Examination 

(I)  Nautical Grade Examination (Masters And Mates)  

 
No. of Examination No. of candidates 

appeared 
No. of candidates 

passed 
13 752 156 

  
 DC  258 Nos. of certificates issued.  

(ii)    GMDSS Examination 

 GMDSS Endorsement certificate issued 305 online and 28 offline. 

 

(iii)      Marine Engineer Officer Competency Examination ( Written And Oral) 

No. of Examination No. of candidates 
appeared 

No. of candidates 
passed 

14 3132 233 
  
 DC 350 Nos. of certificates issued. 

4. Implementation Of The Official Language Policy 

 

(i) िदनांक  17 फरवरी  2022 को रा॰ भा॰ कायार्Ûवयन सिमित की ितमाही बैठक का आयोजन। 

(ii) िदनांक 24 माचर् 2022 को िहÛदी कायर्शाला का आयोजन । 
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                EXAMINATION CONDUCTED 

1. NAUTICAL BRANCH 

Month/Year Grade Appeared  
Candidates 

    Mumbai Kolkata Chennai Noida Kochi Kandla 

January 
2022 

2M (FG) 258 210 224 336 206 40 

Chief Mate (FG) P-I 247 163 96 216 113 20 

Chief Mate (FG) P-II 215 190 81 229 141 19 

Chief Mate (NCV) P-I 25 Exam held only in Mumbai 

ASM (FG) 34 28 16 43 25 10 

                

February 
2022 

2M (FG) 264 177 266 345 178 29 

2M (FC) 25 4         

NWKO (NCV) 40 Exam held only in Mumbai 

Chief Mate (NCV) P-II 29 Exam held only in Mumbai 

ASM (NCV) 2 Exam held only in Mumbai 

Dredge Grade Mate - I   1 Exam held only in Kolkata 

Dredge Grade Mate - II   0 Exam held only in Kolkata 
Dredge Grade Master - 
I   2 Exam held only in Kolkata 

Dredge Grade Master - 
II   2 Exam held only in Kolkata 

                

March 
2022 

2M (FG) 182 134 232 318 175 53 

Chief Mate (FG) P-II 63 63 31 174 64 11 

Chief Mate (FG) P-I 223 167 90 215 143 15 

ASM (FG) 43 20 33 58 29 5 

Mate of Fishing Vessel     7 Exam held only in 
Chennai 

Skipper Grade - I     3 Exam held only in 
Chennai 

Skipper Grade - II     0 Exam held only in 
Chennai 
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2. ENGINEERING BRANCH  

Month/Year Grade Appeared Candidates 

    Mumbai Kolkata Chenna
i Noida Kochi Vishakha

patnam 

Jan-22 

CLASS - 
I 94 57 34 - 35 - 

CLASS - 
II (A) 2 1 3 2 2 - 

CLASS - 
II (B) 205 246 203 181 160 - 

CLASS - 
IV (A) 15 8 12 3 1 3 

CLASS - 
IV (B) 419 370 374 238 92 43 
ETO 41 12 30 - 15 - 

CL-III 
(CEO) 2 - - - - - 
CL-III 
(SEO) 5 - - - - - 
CL-IV 
NCV 2 2 - - 3 - 

                

Feb-22 

CLASS - 
I 113 77 35 - 61 - 

CLASS - 
II (A) 5 1 5 0 1 - 

CLASS - 
II (B) 193 240 202 181 260 - 

CLASS - 
IV (A) 26 6 10 0 2 2 

CLASS - 
IV (B) 457 427 387 227 88 37 
ETO 62 7 22   11 - 

CL-III 
(CEO) 3 2 - - - - 
CL-III 
(SEO) 2 - - - - - 
CL-IV 
NCV 4 1 2 - - - 
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Mar-22 

CLASS - 
I 71 44 38 - 41 - 

CLASS - 
II (A) 4 1 3 0 1 - 

CLASS - 
II (B) 205 284 201 180 253 - 

CLASS - 
IV (A) 24 5 11 1 2 2 

CLASS - 
IV (B)   403 388   75 41 
ETO 61 5 28 - 22 - 

CL-III 
(CEO) 9 - - - - - 
CL-III 
(SEO) 7 - - - - - 
CL-IV 
NCV 3 1 1 - 3 - 
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FAREWELL 

 

The Directorate General of Shipping Bids farewell to Personnel retired during the 
quarter (JAN-MAR 2022) 

Sr.No. Name 
 

Designation 

1 Shri Shyamaghana Barik 
 

Chief Surveyor-cum-Addl.DG 
(Engineering) 

2 Shri Vinod Kumar Mishra 
 

Assistant Hydrographic Surveyor 

3 Shri R.D. Patil Junior Hydrographic Surveyor 
 

4 Shri Sourendu Datta Junior Hydrographic Surveyor 
 

5 Shri N. Narayana Rao Upper Division Clerk 
 

 

 
  

 
           

As they swallow the anchor, the Directorate of Shipping acknowledges their yeoman 

contribution to the organization and bid them adieu.  Wishing them and family 

members Good health and all happiness.  
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