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Patron 

 
Shri Amitabh Kumar, IRS,   
DG Shipping & Additional 
Secretary to the GoI 
 

EDITORIAL…
The sign on/sign off from the ship is always a heart-

warming experience for a seafarer. Thus; content and 

arrangement of information in sign on/ sign-offs details 

are utmost important consequent for seafarers. 

In the recent past, some of RPS agencies were 

suspended/withdrawn and their on-line privileges were 

deactivated, it became extremely difficult for seafarers 

to move on. However, in the given situation, the 

Directorate General of Shipping (DGS), proactively 

came out to help out such seafarers through Standard 

Operating Procedure (SOP) and thereafter its smooth 

implementation to the satisfaction of seafarers and 

stakeholders.  

Under its notable mission to make functions of DGS 

digitally, the DGS has, very recently, completed the 

task of conducting online written examination. While 

doing so, the DGS has also decided to change the 

pattern of written examination with the objective to 

enable to assess various aspects of a candidate 

competence.  From 01.03.2022, there will be no fixed 

pattern for written examination for operational level 

Engineers for issuance of CoC. The questions scan 

only be descriptive or can be a combination of 

descriptive, multiple choice, true and false, match the 

following etc.  

The Indian Maritime Administration emphasized the 

need to encourage and promote Indian women 

seafarers to make carrier in seafaring profession.To 

empower women, the Director General of Shipping, 

has taken a call and the Maritime Training Trust 

(MTT), have decided to provide scholarships of 

Rs.1,00,000/- (Rupees one lakh) to aspiring women 

for the academic year 2021-22.  
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Director General of Shipping 
& 
Additional Secretary to the Govt. of India Speaks… 
 
 It is a matter of great pride for all Indians, especially the 

Indian Maritime fraternity to have the bust of Mahatma 

Gandhi installed at International Maritime Organization 

(IMO), Headquarters, London, on 8th December 2021 as a 

mark of respect to the great global leader, coinciding with 

the 150th birth anniversary celebration of the Father of the Nation. The bust stand is 

engraved with all the voyages with the name of ships that Mahatma Gandhi made.  

Informatively, the unveiling of Mahatma Gandhi bust  at IMO,  was done jointly by 

His Excellency the Secretary General of International Maritime Organization, Madam 

High Commissioner of India at London and Director General of Shipping, Gol, in the 

presence of various dignitaries including Ministers, Ambassadors/ High 

Commissioners of other countries.  I understand IMO is the first UN building where 

a bust of Mahatma Gandhi has been installed.  

 

India got re-elected to IMO Council under category “B” for the biennium 2022-23 at 

the 32nd regular session of the Assembly of the IMO held in London during the 

month of December, 2021. The Government has continued with its policy of 

increased visibility and participation in the multilateral international forum.  

COVID-19 pandemic has not only affected conduct of competency examination as 

per the normal schedule but also affected seafarers professionally due to  delays in 

acquiring Certificate of Competence. The Directorate General of Shipping has 

decided to switch over to remote proctoring examination delivery using advance 

digital technology, considering the wide-ranging benefits to the seafarers/ 

stakeholders, by moving to online proctoring.  

With an aim to focus on digital governance, the Directorate General of Shipping has 

initiated the process for selection of system integrator for e-governance solution 

and IT transformation. 

AMITABH KUMAR, IRS
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF SHIPPING & ADDITIONAL SECRETARY TO THE GOI
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BUST OF MAHATMA GANDHI AT INTERNATIONAL MARITIME 
ORGANISATION, LONDON 

A bust of Mahatma 

Gandhi was installed at 

International Maritime 

Organisation, 

Headquarters, London, as a mark 

of respect to the great global 

leader, coinciding with the 150th 

birth anniversary celebration of 

the Father of the Nation. The 

unveiling ceremony was done 

jointly by His Excellency Mr. 

Kitack Lim, the Secretary General 

of International Maritime 

Organisation, Ms Gaitri Issar 

Kumar, High Commissioner of 

India, London and Shri Amitabh 

Kumar, Director General of 

Shipping & Additional Secretary to 

the Govt of India, in presence of 

various international dignitaries 

and members of Indian delegation 

which includes Officers of 

Ministries/ DGS. 
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The bust stand 

contains 

information on 

voyages and 

ships that 

Mahatma Gandhi, 

the father of the 

nation, made. 

This was also 

released on the 

occasion. 

 
 

Some glimpses of unveiling of bust of Mahatma Gandhi, at International 
Maritime Organisation, London. 
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It is pertinent to mention that the above activity was a unique, extraordinary and 

memorable event under the guidance and direction of Shri Amitabh Kumar, IRS, 

Director General of Shipping & Additional Secretary to the Govt. of India. The 

Director General of Shipping, himself took  initiative for such an innovative thought 

with all proposition including intricacies of designing, articulating and energetic plan 

for the said installation at IMO London. Shri Kumar Sanjay Bariar, IP&TAFS, 

Additional DGS, and being Head of the Administration took charge for leading all 

arrangements for grand success of the event. Capt. K.P. Jayakumar, Nautical 

Adviser (i/c) stimulated the occasion particularly from angle of all technical points. 

Capt. Santosh Kumar Darokar, Principal Officer (I/C), MMD, Kandla in making bust 

and research on voyages of the Father of Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, a challengeable 

work, was marvellous. The concrete work of Dr. P.K. Raut, IRS, Deputy Director 

General of Shipping includes excellent logistics, diplomatic parcel, resolution of GST 

issue at London. The Dy. Director General of Shipping& In-charge of Merchant 

Shipping Law, Shri Ash Mohomad, was a significant part of instrumental in achieving 

the required goal.The contribution of other officers and staff of DGS were exceptional 

in reaching the goal of this achievement. 
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INDIA RE-ELECTED TO THE COUNCIL Of IMO 

 

India is re-elected to the Council of the International Maritime Organization [IMO] for 

the biennium 2022-23 under Category “B” at the 32nd regular session of the 

Assembly of the IMO held in London during December, 2021, under the dynamic 

leadership of  Shri Amitabh Kumar, IRS, Director General of Shipping & Additional 

Secretary to the Govt. of India. The session was attended by Capt. K.P. Jayakumar, 

Nautical Advisor (i/c), Dr. P.K. Rout, IRS, Deputy Director General of Shipping, Shri 

Ash Mohomad, Dy. Director General of Shipping,and other officers of the Directorate 

and members of Indian delegation.  

IMO Council plays a crucial role in deciding various important matters within the 

mandate of the IMO, in relation to the global shipping industry, including its work 

program strategy and budget. With re-election in IMO, India will continue to engage 

with the international maritime community to further her maritime interests and 

promote the welfare of her citizens.  

 

 

TRAINING 

DGS PERMITS RE-OPENING OF MARITIME TRAINING INSTITUTES 

The Directorate General of Shipping, vide DGS order No. 32 of 2021 dated 

22.10.2021 has decided to reinstate the deferred Order No. 13 of 2021 dated 18.03 

.2021 with amendment as per attached Annexure of the said Order dated 22.1.2021. 

This will enable safe resumption of more training/teaching activities at Maritime 

Training Institutes (MTls). However, this Order shall be subject to any further 

orders/SoP/ Guidelines issued by Government of India or the State Government/ 

any/ concerned authority within the jurisdiction of which the Maritime Training 

Institute is located. 
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CONDUCT OF COMPETENCY WRITTEN EXAMINATION THROUGH REMOTE 

PROCTORING 

In consideration of  waves 

of COVID-19 pandemic 

which has not only 

affected conduct of 

competency examination 

as per the normal 

schedule but also 

affected seafarers professionally through delay in acquiring certificate of 

competence and resultant career progress, the Directorate General of Shipping 

vide  DGS Order 33 of 2021 dated 26.10.2021, has decided to conduct certain 

written examinations as mentioned in the said Order,  for both engineering and 

nautical streams via remote proctoring,  use new technology and  methodology of 

writing examinations. A practice exam followed by a pilot exam and other details of 

the technology have been provided in the said Order. Consequently, the DGS has 

issued DGS Order no. 34 of 2021 dated 12.11.2021 for Procedures for Pilot 

Remote Competency Examination. 

 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE OF RS. 1,00,000/- TO INDIAN WOMAN SEAFARER 

BY MARITIME TRAINING TRUST 

 The board of trusties of Maritime 

Training Trust has decided to 

provide financial support of Rs. 

1,00,000/ per Indian-sea woman 

seafarer who is undergoing pre-sea 

courses in the DGS approved Maritime Training Institutes (MTIs). List of pre-sea 

courses eligible for getting financial support from MTIs has been given in the letter 

dated 29.12.2022, available on official website of DGS. The SOP to be followed by 

the MTIs as annexure-I and SOP to be followed by the individual woman seafarer 

as annexure-II has been prescribed in the said letter.  
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MTIs have been requested to submit the request for financial support for individual 

woman seafarers for the year 2020-21 along with the required documents to 

Maritime Training Trust on or before 31.01.2022. 

 

E-GOVERNANCE 

SELECTION OF SYSTEM INTEGRATOR FOR E-GOVERNANCE SOLUTION AND 

IT TRANSFORMATION 

 

 The Directorate General of Shipping invites bids from eligible parties for 

appointment as System Integrator and provide a comprehensive solution as 

specified in the Scope of Work Section of Request for Proposal (“RFP”). The 

Request for Proposal for the same 

has been issued, vide Tender 

Reference No. DGS/E-

Gov./21.12.2021.  

  

The RFP comprises of the 

Instructions on the Bid process for 

the purpose of responding to this 

RFP, Functional and Technical 

Requirements of the project, and 

Master Service Agreement (MSA), including general conditions of contract, 

Service Level Agreement (‘SLA’) and Non-Disclosure Agreement (‘NDA’) and 

other details. This RFP includes certain statements, estimates, projections, targets 

and forecasts with respect to the project e-Governance Solution and IT 

Transformation of DGS. Such statements estimate, projections, targets and 

forecasts reflect various assumptions made by the management, officers and 

employees of DGS. The stakeholders/ parties may peruse the complete details of 

the RFP on official website of DGS. 
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COASTAL/CREW 

ARRANGEMENT FOR VACCINATION OF SECOND DOSE OF COVISHIELD 

AFTER 28 DAYS TO THE SEAFARERS  

The DGS, vide DGS Circular No. 27 of 2021 dated 26.10.2021 has added the following 

Private Covid Vaccination centre in the existing Annexure - III Part B of the DGS Circular No. 

20 of 2O21 dated 21/ 06/ 2O21: 

Sl. 
No. 

Name of Private 
Covid Vaccination 
Centre 

Address/ location of 
Vaccination Centre 

Name and  
Designation of 
Nodal officer 
 

Mobile no. 

2. MANGALA 

DIAGNOSTIC 

CENTRE 

Sympmhony Apartment, Azad 

Road, Next to BMC K East 

Ward Office, Andheri East, 

Mumbai 

Dr.Rajanish 

Mishra 

9820064153

 
This Private Covid Vaccination centre is considered for the benefits of the seafarers. 

 
 
COMPREHENSIVE INSPECTION PROGRAM (CIP) FOR RECRUITMENT & 
PLACEMENT SERVICE LICENSE (RPSL) 
 
Keeping in view of the prevailing COVID-I9 pandemic situation, the Directorate 

General of Shipping, vide MS Notice No. 08 of 2021 dated 11.11.2021, has 

decided to further 

defer the effective 

date of 

implementation of the said CIP upto 31st January, 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPREHENSIVE INSPECTION PROGRAM  DEFERRED 
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SOP FOR SIGN ON/ SIGN OFF ETC. BY SHIPPING COMPANY/ RPSL WHICH IS 

NOW SUSPENDED/ WITHDRAWN/ ONLINE PRIVILEGES DEACTIVATED 

It has been decided to deal with 

cases of Sign on/ sign off/ Ship 

details etc. where these are not 

entered/ updated by RPSLs which 

are now suspended/ withdrawn/ 

online privileges deactivated, as per 

the Standard Operating Procedure [SoP] attached as Annexure to DGS  Circular 

No. 29 dated 29.12.2021, available on DGS website.   

 

ENGINEERING  

AMENDMENTS AT MEPC 76 TO MARPOL ANNEX-VI VIDE RESOLUTION MEPC. 
328(76) 

The Directorate General of Shipping, vide MS Notice No. 07 of 2021 dated 

10.11.2021,has advised all concerned, viz., ship 

owners/managers/operators/builders/seafarers/Recognised Organisations (ROs), 

etc., on the adoption of the amendments at MEPC 76 to MARPOL Annex-VI vide 

Resolution MEPC. 328(76), specifically on the requirements of ships complying with 

EEXI (Energy Efficiency Existing Ship lndex) and CII (Operational Carbon Intensity 

Indicator),and to provide instructions regarding revised compliance requirements for 

reduction of carbon intensity in respect of these amendments, entering into force 

from 1STNovember, 2022. Following Regulations have been included in Annex-VI of 

MARPOL, which are goal based short-term measures with EEXI and in-service 

carbon intensity management as functional requirements: 

1. Regulation-23: Attained EEXI; 
2. Regulation-25: Required EEXI; 
3. Regulation-28: Operational Carbon Intensity (Attained & Required Annual 

Operational Cll). 

The said MS Notice elaborates Application of Chapter 4 of MARPOL Annex VI as 
amended to Indian Ships, Requirements related to implementation of Regulation 22, 
23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, Certificate Requirements and various details. 

CHANGES IN THE QUESTION PATTERN OF WRITTEN EXAMINATION FOR 
MARINE ENGINEERING OFFICER (MEO) CL-IV WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS 

SOP FOR SIGN ON AND 

SIGN OFF DETAILS WHEN 

RPSL SJUSPENDED/ 

WITHDRAWN
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The Directorate has developed a digitized system for conducting online written 

examinations through Remote Proctoring for all Competence grades and the pilot 

trial for it has been conducted. 

Based on various feedback, suggestions and development of digitised system, the 

Chief Examiner of Engineers, vide EAC Branch (Engineering) Circular No. 28 of 

2021 dated 20.12.2021,has decided that with effect from 1st March 2022 there will be 

no fixed pattern for written Examination for operational Level Engineers for issuance 

of CoC under Regulation lll/1 of STCW Convention 1978 as amended. The questions 

scan only be descriptive or can be a combination of descriptive, multiple choice, true 

and false and match the following etc. This written examination shall be offered on 

both remote mode through Directorate Remote Competence Examination system 

and off-line mode at various Mercantile Marine Department, where the candidate can 

appear in person. 

The said circular can be perused for other details including mandatory e-learning 

course of 180 hrs. at no additional cost to the candidate through Directorate E-

Learning portal. 

NAUTICAL 

RECORDING OF SERVICING OF LIFE SAVING APPLIANCES 

This Directorate General of Shipping (DGS) has reviewed the servicing procedure of 

DGS approved service stations for repairs, maintenance and servicing of the Life 

Saving Appliances [LSA]. In order to ensure that the quality of servicing of Life 

Saving Appliances remains to the highest standard, the DGS, vide MS Notice No. 09 

of 2021 dated 25.11.2021,  has elaborated the requirements to be complied with by 

all DGS approved service stations Servicing Life Saving Appliances. 

NOTIFICATION OF INDIAN SHIP STATIONS IN ITU LIST OF SHIP STATIONS 

(LIST-V) 

It is observed that information regarding all Indian ships are not available in List-V of 

International Telecommunication Union (ITU). It may be mentioned that it is the 

responsibility of ship owners, ship masters, ship managers and other stake holders 

to inform the details of ships to the Administration, and also inform changes w.r.t. the 

information whenever it occurs. 
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In order to enable the Directorate General of Shipping to communicate with ITU for 

updating information in List-V, all ship owners have been advised vide Merchant 

Shipping Notice No. 10 of 2021 dated 15.12.2021 to submit the information as per 

Annexures of ITU Circular Letter CM/24, whenever a ship is acquired into lndian 

Flag, whenever it ceases to be under Indian Flag, during change of ownership or 

equipment on the vessel etc. The information is to be notified all the fields correctly 

with type written format only and to be submitted to the Directorate along with fee of 

Rs.1000/- (One thousand) paid in favour of Directorate General of Shipping through 

Bharatkosh. It may be noted that handwritten forms will not be accepted. 

NAVAL ARCHITECTURE 

Under the SBFA policy, the Ministry is providing financial assistance of 20% of 

contract price, actual receipts, fair price (whichever is least) to Indian shipyards for 

contracts signed between April 1, 2016 to March 31, 2026, including the said dates, 

to promote the Indian shipbuilding industry. Under the policy, the financial assistance 

extended would be reduced by 3% every three years. Detailed guidelines of the 

policy are available on the website of the Ministry and that of the Directorate General 

of Shipping.  

The entire process, starting from one-time registration of shipyard, making 

application for in-principal approval by shipyards, application for release of financial 

assistance, submission of documents and processing the approval by Competent 

Authority etc., are done online on the web portal developed for this purpose 

(www.shipbuilding.nic.in). This web-portal eliminates physical transactions related to 

application, submission of documents, scrutiny, approval and sanction of the 

financial assistance.Data pertaining to the current status of thescheme is tabulated 

below;  

Application for In 

principle approval 
Applications (vessels) Contract Value (in Cr) 

Total received 95(170) 2620 

Approved 87(146) 2251 

 



14 
 

MERCANTILE MARINE DEPARTMENT, KOLKATA  

1. Mercantile Marine Department, Kolkata conducted about 28 inspections/ 

surveys/ doc audit etc. during the quarter ending March, 2021.  During the 

said periods, it conducted 08 Nautical examinations, wherein 498 candidates 

appeared. The number of GMDSS endorsement certificates issued during the 

periods was 318 online and 18 offline. Similarly, in the Engineering Grade, 14 

MEO (written) examinations were conducted wherein 3827 candidates 

appeared.  

2. During the quarter ending, the Official Language Implementation Committee 

meeting was held on 29.11.2021 for the implementation of various 

requirements under the Official Language Policy of the Union. Hindi workshop 

was organised on 27.12.2021 in order to remove hesitation of employees to 

do their maximum work in official language Hindi. 

3. Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav: 

a) Reference to the Directorate’s letter No.20-19016/6/2021-TRG-DGS dated 

21/09/2021, this office in coordination with MTIs has carried out a road show 

on 07/10/2021 on the subject matter related to ‘Personal Safety and Health 

Hygiene’  from Marine House  (Napier Road) to Princep Ghat (Fort William 

Gate)  and return to the Lascar War Memorial at Eastern Navy (HQ). About 

200 participants took part in this procession. The Principal Officer, MMD, 

Kolkata  and other dignitaries laid wreath at the Lascar War Memorial to pay 

tribute to the Indian soldiers who lost their lives.  

b) At this road show, masks and sanitizer were distributed. At last, a 

demonstration and lecture on ‘Safety First’ and medical equipments/first aid   

was delivered by one of the faculties of DGS approved Institute located at 

Kolkata. Few pictures are attached herewith for kind perusal and record 

please. 

c) In this connection, ‘Quiz Contest’ was organized on 31/12/2021 among the 

staff members of MMD, Kolkata, Govt. Shipping Office and Seamen’s 

Employment Office, Kolkata. 
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4. Swachh Bharat(Clean India) campaign at Marine House premises: 

Pursuant to the DGS circular No.12-19/29/2021-COORD-DGS dated 

27/09/2021, following activities were carried out by this Department under 

Swachhta Abhiyan during 02/10/2021 to 31/10/2021: 

a) Upkeep and cleaning of office including common area premises, toilets, 

stairs, lifts etc. 

b) Disposal of unusable articles/furniture/equipments/e-waste etc. 

c) Weeding out of old files/records etc. 

d) Old files are sorted out and kept in record room after updating Record 

Review Register as per the extant instructions keeping in mind the 

Record Retention Schedule as laid in Office Procedure Manual. 

e) A special drive was undertaken for timely and effective disposal of public 

grievances, references from Members of Parliament and State 

Governments, inter Ministerial consultations, Parliamentary assurances 

etc. Which is the significant part of the work of this Department.  

 

 
5. Vigilance awareness week from 26th  October,2021 to 1st   November,    

  2021-  ‘Independent India @ 75: Self Reliance with Integrity’ : 
 

(a) Pursuant to Central Vigilance Commission Circular No. 15/09/21 dated 

01/09/2021 received through Directorate’s letter No. VIG-6(1)/2021 dated 

20.10.2021, Principal Officer, Mercantile Marine Department, Kolkata 

administered an oath in the form of pledge on 26.10.2021  to all officers and 

staff of this office. 

(b) The designated Vigilance Officer, MMD,Kolkata informed all officers and 

staff present in the oath taking that the theme of observing Vigilance 

Awarness Week this year is “Independent India @ 75: Self Reliance with 

Integrity”.  

(c) Banners/posters on this occasion have been displayed in the main 

entrance of Marine House to make aware to all frequent this office on the 

importance of observing ‘Vigilance Awareness Week’. 
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(d) This department has organized a seminar on 1st   November,2021 at 11.30 

am at Marine House premises on this occasion with following programme: 

(i) The Principal Officer in his inaugural speech highlighted on the importance 

of observance of Vigilance Week in the department. He also urged all to 

perform their own work with vigilance through out the year. 

(ii) The Head of Office advised to all to be careful and vigilant at the time of 

performing own duties so that the channel of corruption which may tarnish the 

image of this Department could be destroyed. 

(ii) The Vigilance Officer illustrated the action/activities taken on vigilance 

angle during the last year for improved governance at MMD,Kolkata& its 

jurisdictional offices. He also emphasized to uphold transparency, fairness, 

equity and encouraging competitiveness for Combating corruption, if any, in 

this department. 

(i) Interaction by way of Frequently Ask Question(FAQ) relevant to the 

theme was held. The participants put forward questionnaire on this 

aspects and replied was given by Principal Officer & Vigilance Officer 

suitably. 

(ii) In this connection, an essay competition was organized among the 

staff members and prizes were distributed to the 1st to 3rd contestants. 
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MERCANTILE MARINE DEPARTMENT, KOCHI 

Mercantile Marine Department, Kochi conducted about 11 inspections/ audit 

of ship during the quarter ending December, 2021. Statutory Certificates  (16) 

were  issued.  During the said periods, activities towards examination are as 

under: 

Sl. No. Brief details Number 

1. Assessment  360 

2. Written 1352 

3. Oral 1223 

4. COC processed/ issued 415 

5. Type rating certificates issued 12 

6. Revalidation of COC 45 

7. Dangerous Cargo Endorsements           795

During the quarter, 474 BSID data were captured. 73 MMSI issued to fishing 

vessels and sailing vessel, 59 ‘B’ certificates issued to passenger ships. 

***** 

 

 

 


