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The welfare of seafarers has always been
the driving force for the Directorate
decision making. The safety of Indian
seafarers, support for their wages,
promotion of maritime education continue
to remain the focal points of policy making.
The DGS has recently allowed seafarers
who have obtain fake certificate to repeat
the course without facing any debarment,
under amnesty scheme. Validity of CoC &
CoP has also been extended.

With an aim to improve ease of doing
business, the DGS has extended validity
of RPSL audit and extended date for CIP
for RPSL. Provision for issuance of short-
term Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate
having validity of three months without the
'ship station licence', has been made to
avoid delays in registration of newly
acquired ships.

The DGS is actively participating in
programs and various activities of “AZADI
KA AMRIT MAHOTSAV” commemorating
75th years of progressive India and the
glorious history of its people, culture and
achievements particularly in the maritime
sector.

The e-newsletter

services.
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Disclaimer — The contents of this newsletter are merely for information purposes. It neither makes any claim
as to the accuracy or authenticity of the contents, nor does it accept liability to any person or organization
for the information provided in this newsletter or incorporated into it by reference.

disseminates maritime
information. Please do give us feedback as
we believe in improving the quality of our




Director General of Shipping

&

Additional Secretary to the Govt. of India
Speaks...

The Directorate General of Shipping, in order to ensure continual improvement in the
face of ever evolving global and national shipping scenario has developed systems to
issue various Statutory Certificates on electronic mode by the Mercantile Marine
Departments (MMDs) with adequate measures to verify online the authenticity of these
digitally issued certification. This will be an important milestones towards ease of doing
business and help improve compliance. This step is also in accordance with the Maritime
India Vision 2030, which talks of digitization and innovation.

Recognising the need to develop cruise tourism, an important part of employment
structure and developing economics, the DGS has decided to resume domestic cruise
activities which were suspended due to COVID-19. The required SOPs containing
specifies instructions for each activity expected at Ship, Ports and Interface areas, have
already been provided.

As India aims to be a highly effective, efficient, responsible and modern Maritime
Administration, it is of great concern to see that India continues to be in grey list of Paris
and Tokyo MoU. However, the efforts in the last few years have seen a reduction in port
state detention of Indian ships and improvement of performance under USCG. The
performance needs to be improved further in the upcoming years to ensure that India
gets eligible for USCG Qualship 21 program and gets listed in the white list of Paris and
Tokyo MoUs. As a part of this, the Directorate General of Shipping has published Annual
report 2020 on Port State Control (PSC) and Flag State Inspection (FSI). It is exhaustive
and informative report about the performance of Port State Control and Flag State
inspection of Indian and/or foreign flag vessels for twelfth consecutive year. This report
will assist scientific decision making and judicious investment of time and resources by
all stake holders to make Indian Shipping safe and Indian coast free from casualties.

The Directorate, in its mission, is taking all out efforts in the form of various scheme
for the financial support & educational support to seafarers and their families
during COVID, various e- initiatives for making the seafarers employability
intact and other requirements from time to time.

AMITABH KUMAR, IRS
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF SHIPPING & ADDITIONAL SECRETARY TO THE GOl




AZADI KA AMRIT MAHOTSAV

Sabka Saath
Sabka Vikas V5=
Sabka Vishwas &

Amrit Mahotsav

Sabka Prayas

The Directorate General of Shipping is actively celebrating “AZADI KA AMRIT
MAHOTSAV”. The officers, staff of DGS, its allied offices and Maritime Training Institutes
etc. have participated in RASHTRAGAAN of the nation, for which they were awarded
Certification of Participation for successful participation in RASHTRAGAAN. The DGS
also joined webinar launched by the Ministry of Tourism and Association of Indian

Universities.




TRAINING

EXTENTION OF TIME LIMIT UPTO 31.12.2021 FOR REPETITION OF TRAINING
COURSE UNDER AMNESTY SCHEME

The DGS, vide DGS order No. 26 of 2021 dated 23.07.2021, has extended the time
limits for the compliance of the Order No. 01 of 2020 dated 30.01.2020, Amendment |
& Il to DGS Order No. | of 2020 dated 03.07.2020 and dated
12.01.2021 respectively under ‘amnesty scheme’ as under:
"Candidates who have not repeated the training courses can
do so latest by 31.12.2021 and apply for restoration of their

e- migrant facility and the same shall be restored within 10

days".

"Any other seafarer who has surrendered his wrongly obtained certificate to the
Directorate till 31.08.2020 shall be allowed to repeat the course latest by
31.12.2021 without facing any debarment. This facility will not be available for
seafarers who surrender their wrongly obtained course certificate after
31.08.2021 and will attract debarment in accordance with MS (CDC - cum -
SID) Rules".

Seafarer can hurry up to avail this opportunity to avoid debarment.
ENTRY STANDARD FOR ADVANCED TANKER COURSE

If a candidate requires only Advanced Tanker Course Completion Certificate (i.e. they do
not intend to apply for an Advanced Tanker Endorsement or (CoP), then in lieu of the
ENTRY STANDARDS specified in Section 4 of the Guidelines in "Training Circular No.
06 of 2020" dated 18.02.2020, possession of DGS approved Basic Tanker Course will
permit entry into the respective Advanced course. However, candidates without 3 months
sea time on the respective tanker vessel as per the requirements of STCW 78, as
amended, will not be eligible for issuance of Advanced Tanker Endorsement or CoP.
Candidates may refer DGS circular No. 22 of 2021 dated 29.07.21 for details.
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MERCHANT SHIPPING (MARITIME LABOUR) AMENDMENT RULES, 2021

The Central Government, having regard to the provisions of the Maritime Labour
Convention, have notified the Merchant Shipping (Maritime Labour) Amendment Rules,
2021 under Extra Ordinary, Part-ll-Section 3-Sub-section (1) of the Gazette of India vide
GSR.441 (E) dated 28th June , 2021, copy of which, is enclosed as Annexure-| of the
DGS Circular No. 21 of 2021 dated 13.07.2021, available on DGS website.

VALIDITY OF RECRUITMENT & PLACEMENT OF SEAFARERS LICENSE AND
AUDIT OF RPSL EXTENDED

The Directorate General of Shipping, vide DGS Order No. 27 of 2021 dated 26.07.2021,
has extended validity of the RPSL expiring between 01.08.2021 and 31.10.2021 (both
days inclusive) upto 31.12.2021 for the purpose of undertaking annual/renewal audit of
RPSL subject to the validity of the Bank Guarantee of RPSL.

COMPREHENSIVE INSPECTION PROGRAMME FOR RPSL DEFERRED

The Directorate General of Shipping, vide MS Notice No.
05 of 2021 dated 26.07.2021, has deferred the effective

date of implementation Comprehensive Inspection Program

1

for Recruitment and Placement Service Licences (RPSL)
upto 31% October, 2021 in view of the prevailing COVID-I9

pandemic situation.

HELPLINE NUMBERS FOR THE BENEFIT OF INDIAN SEAFARERS AND THEIR
FAMILIES KEEPING IN VIEW OF THE ONGOING COVID-19 PANDEMIC SITUATION

It has been reported to the Directorate General of Shipping that various associations
of shipping companies and seafarers unions have set up helpline numbers exclusively

for the benefit of Indian seafarers ___

and their families keeping in view .
of the ongoing COVID-19 Se
pandemic situation and the ' &




Directorate, vide DGS Circular No. 23 of 2021 dated 11.08.2021, felt that this

initiatives might be helpful to offer remote assistance to Indian seafarers on leave and

their families for COVID counselling and mental well-being. Indian seafarers and their

families may avail this initiative, the details of which, are listed as under:

Sl. Name of the Detalil
No. initiative
1. REACH (by 24x7 helpline for psychological assistance,
MASSA-FOSMA) counsellingmedical queries Phone Number. +91
8069123344 Email: reach@3cubemedicare.com
2. SAHARA Psychological helpline for seafarers and their
(by NUSI) families Phone Number: 1800-102-5110 (toll free)
WhatsApp Number: +91 -9833991880
3. WeTeam 24x7 confidential, free, helpline for mental
counselling services wellbeingof seafarers:  Available in 11 local

(Synergy Maritime
Recruitment
Services Pvt.Ltd. )

languages,Phone number: 1800 890 3315 (toll
free)

Timings: Mon to Sat: 0800 — 2200

Email: support@weareweteam.com

RETURN OF CANCELLED CDC
A direction was issued to the seafarers of Indian Origin

who have acquired Foreign Nationality and are in

RFTURN OF
CANCELLED possession of Indian Continuous Discharge Certificate
cbC (CDC), to surrender the same to the jurisdictional

Shipping Master,

Govt. Shipping Office, for its

cancellation. The Directorate General of Shipping, vide
MS Notice No. 06 of 2021 dated 25.08.2021, has decided that the CDC can be

returned to the bearer of the same after its cancellation with due endorsements on it.

However, seafarer's sea service records will be kept in the DGS Online System for

future reference.




SUBMISSION OF PENDING CLAIMES

“Those seafarers who served
on board vesselsMT Tag-
Navya, MV Tag-22 and MV
Tag-15 of M/s Tag Offshore Ltd.

and have any pending claims

are hereby informed that they

may approach before the

Master, Hon’ble High Court, Bombay, Fort, Mumbai-400001 and submit claims as per the

Prothonotary and Senior

Admiralty (Jurisdiction and Settlement of Maritime Claims) Act, 2017.” The above
information has been circulated by the Shipping Master, Mumbai, vide their Notice no.
GS0-15/08/2020-GS0O/960 dated 06.08.2021. The affected seafarers may hurry up for

submission of their claims.

RESUMPTION OF DATA CAPTURING FOR BSID

In view of decline of COVID cases in most
of the States in India, and relaxation &
revised guidelines issued by several State
KESUMPTIDN Governments regarding movement of
general public, the Directorate General of
Shipping, vide DGS Circular No.25 of 2021
dated 07.09.2021 has decided to resume

data capturing for issuance of BSIDs to Indian seafarers from all its 09 data capturing

centres with immediate effect under strict protocols.




MTO

ADVISORY FOR BRINGING IN TRANSPARENCY IN TRANSACTION COSTS IN EXIM
TRADE
The Directorate General of Shipping, vide DGS Circular No. 26 of 2021 dated
14.09.2021, has reiterated that the shipping lines freight forwarders / NVOCCs/ MTOs/
CHAs operating in India shall,
(a) Allow the EXIM trade to make direct payments to the appropriate railway
authorities for export rail freights of Containers; and

(b) Not levy any special priority charges for according any priority to the containers.

LIST OF VALID MTOs AS ON 28.09.21

The Directorate General of Shipping, has uploaded
on DGS website a list of valid MTOs, as on
28.09.2021 registered with Directorate General of
Shipping, Ministry of Ports, Shipping & Waterways,
Government of India, Mumbai under MMTG Act
1993, for purpose of issuing MTD for goods taken
in charge for export.




NAUTICAL
LCHS COURSE TEMPORARILY NOT MANDATORY FOR COP

Considering that liquid cargo handling simulator course is currently not being conducted
due to ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, the Directorate General of Shipping, vide MS notice
No. 04 of 2021 dated 15.07.2021, has decided that the LCHS course is temporarily to be
treated as not mandatory for issuance of a Certificate of Proficiency (CoP) in Advanced
Training for Oil Tanker cargo operations. In such cases CoP in Advanced Training for Oil
Tanker cargo operations will be issued for a period up to 31%'December, 2022. All officers
who obtain the CoP based on this relaxation are, however, required to complete the
LCHS course as soon as it resumes. On completion of the LCHS course, the full-term

certificate for 5 years will be issued

DGS CONSIDERS SHORT-TERM CARGO SHIP SAFETY RADIO CERTIFICATE FOR
03 MONTHS

Considering the difficulties being faced by the Indian ship-owners in obtaining 'ship
station licence' immediately on acquisition of ships and to avoid delays to newly acquired
Indian ships & to promote growth of Indian shipping, the Directorate General of Shipping,
vide DGS order 28 of 2021 dated 06.08.2021, has decided that in case of new
acquisition of ships into Indian flag, Recognized Organization approved by this
Directorate need to verify whether application has been made to the appropriate office of
the Ministry of Communication for obtaining 'ship station licence' and need not insist on
the newly acquired ship into Indian flag to be in possession of 'ship station licence' before
issue of short term Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate. In such instances where ships
have not yet received the 'ship station licence', short-term Cargo Ship Safety Radio
Certificate having validity of three months may be issued by the Recognized

Organizations for such vessels.
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STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES (SOP) FOR RESUMPTION OF DOMESTIC
CRUISE ACTIVITIES IN INDIAN WATER

Cruise activities were suspended due to COVID-19.
The Directorate General of Shipping, vide DGS Order
No. 31 of 2021 dated 22.09.2021, has decided to
gradually resume domestic cruise activities and

accordingly SOP for cruise activities has been

developed.

The SOP contains specifies instructions for each activity expected at Ship, Ports and Interface
areas and is divided in four parts as under:

1. ANNEXURE - I: General instructions for commencement of cruise travel;

2. ANNEXURE- II:The detailed guidelines to be followed by cruise passengers;

3. ANNEXURE - IlI: Specific operating guidelines for major stakeholders (Cruise Lines);
4. ANNEXURE - IV: Specific operating guidelines for major stakeholders (Seaports).

The SOP is enclosed along with the said DGS Order.

ENGINEERING

EXTENSION OF CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCY AND CERTIFICATE OF
PROFICIENCY

Taking into consideration of various difficulties being faced by the
seafarers and since the vaccination of all the Indian seafarer is yet

to be completed and in urgency those vaccinated seafarers who

TR

o have their certificates expired or expiring shortly, the Directorate

General of Shipping, vide DGS Order 29 of 2021 dated 09.08.2021,
has further extended the COCs and CoPs of all
those seafarers until 31% December 2022 or one contract, CERTIFICATE

whichever is earlier, and irrespective of whether a seafarer has OF

PROFICIENCY

availed extension under any previous Order/SOP subject to

meeting the terms and conditions as stated in the said order.
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DGS DEVELOPS SYSTEM FOR ISSUANCE OF STATUTORY CERTIFICATES IN E-
FORMAT

Noting that the key guiding principle of Maritime Vision 2030 document is to drive
digitization and innovation in the Maritime industry through
digitization and artificial intelligence, the Directorate
General of Shipping, vide DGS order no. 30 of 2021 dated

13.08.2021, has now developed systems to issue various

DIGITAL CERTIFICATE

Statutory Certificates on electronic mode by the Mercantile

Marine Departments (MMDs). The methodology of

application, SOPs, downloading, saving/ printing of the

certificates etc. has been elaborated in the said Order.

Most importantly, the authenticity of these digitally issued certificates can be verified by
accessing www.dgshipping.gov.in and then clicking on “Ship Statutory & Certificates

Checker” and then entering the issued certificate number and IMO Number of ships.

DGS PUBLISHES ANNUAL REPORT 2020 ON PSC AND FSI

The Directorate General of Shipping has published Annual report 2020 on Port State
Control (PSC) and Flag State Inspection (FSI). It is exhaustive and informative report
about the performance of Port State Control and Flag State inspection of Indian and/or
foreign flag vessels for twelfth consecutive year. This report will assist scientific decision
making and judicious investment of time and resources by all stake holders to make

Indian Shipping safe and Indian coast free from casualties.

_ COMPARISON OF FSI INSPECTIONS AND
Number of PSC Inspections DETENTIONS FROM 2017-2020

from 2017-2020 mNO.OFFSI = NO.OF DETENTION  ©

2017 2018 2019 2020

2018 2019
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NAVAL ARCHITECTURE
SHIPBUILDING FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE POLICY

The Directorate is implementing the ‘Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Policy 2016-2026’
which is rolled out by Ministry of Shipping, as per the guidelines issued vide file no. Sy-
16023/6/2015-SBR dated 27.10.2017, as amended in October, 2017 and further amended
in November 2020.

Under the SBFA policy, the Ministry is providing financial assistance of 20% of contract
price, actual receipts, fair price (whichever is least) to Indian shipyards for contracts signed
between April 1, 2016 to March 31, 2026, including the said dates, to promote the Indian
shipbuilding industry. Under the policy, the financial assistance extended would be reduced
by 3% every three years. Detailed guidelines of the policy are available on the website of

the Ministry and that of the Directorate General of Shipping.

The entire process, starting from one-time registration of shipyard, making application for
in-principle approval by shipyards, application for release of financial assistance,
submission of documents and processing the approval by Competent Authority etc., are

done online on the web portal developed for this purpose (www.shipbuilding.nic.in). This

web-portal eliminates physical transactions related to application, submission of
documents, scrutiny, approval and sanction of the financial assistance. Data pertaining to

the current status of thescheme is tabulated below:

Appli_cation for Applications Contract Value
In principle approval (vessels) (in Cr)
Total received 90(160) 2200.33
Approved 82(136) 1831.51
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SHIPPING DEVELOPMENT
INDIAN SHIPS

The Indian ships including Indian controlled ships is given in the graphs hereunder:

NUMBER OF INDIAN VESSELS

1492
1491
1491
1490 1490

1490
1489
1488

30.06.2021 31.07.2021 31.08.2021

e India has one of the largest merchant shipping fleets among the developing
countries;

e Presently India ranks 18™;

e Average age of the fleet is 17.3 years.
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NMDC

DG SHIPPING CELEBRATES ‘WORLD MARITIME DAY 2021’ & ‘AZADI KA
AMRIT MAHOSTAV’

The World Maritime Day 2021 was celebrated virtually on 28th September,
2021 under the guidance of Shri Amitabh Kumar, IRS, Director General of
Shipping & Additional Secretary to the Govt. of India, and Chairman, National
Maritime Day Celebration Committee
(Central). The theme the Day was
“Seafarers: At the Core of Shipping’'s
Future”, remembering the great efforts
made by the seafarers to the civil society

and their role in maintaining the crucial

global supply chain of essential items

intact in spite of challenging times.

Shri Atul Ubale, Chairman, National Maritime Day Celebrations (Organizing)
Committee welcomed all dignitaries in the program and explained the
background of celebration of this Day.

A video message of Mr. Kitack Lim, Hon’ble Secretary General, IMO was played
wherein he expressed his gratitude and admired the dedication and

professionalism of more than one and a half million seafarers worldwide.

Shri Stephen Cotton, General Secretary, International Transport Workers’
Federations (ITF) appreciated the efforts taken by the Government of India
during the COVID times and encouraged our seafarers for maintaining their

physical and psychological balance during this time.
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Shri Amitabh Kumar, IRS, Director General of Shipping & Additional Secretary to
the Govt. of India, and Chairman, National Maritime Day Celebration Committee
(Central) informed the steps taken by the Government in the form of various
scheme for the financial support & educational support to seafarers and their
families during COVID, various e- initiatives for making the seafarers
employability intact. He expressed that there is need for taking up the issues
bilaterally and multilaterally for opening up of the borders for the seafarers and

providing them all the minimum basic requirements during their employment.

Some of the sailing seafarers shared their views on theme selected by IMO and
also highlighted on the subjects like Crew Change, Marine Environment &

Seafarers, Safety of Seafarers and Gender Diversity etc.

Capt. Soumyojit Sengupta, sailing as Master with Anglo Eastern Ship
Management, Mr. SurajitMisro, sailing as Chief Engineer with Fleet Management
Limited, Ms. Deepali Kulkarni, currently appearing for the Examination for Chief
Engineer’s Certificate of Competency, Sailing with Teekay Tankers, Ms. Nitu
Singh, recently passed the Examination for Second Engineer’'s Certificate of
Competency, sailing for SCI who was part of the first ship to sail with All Women
Officers, on International Women’s Day in March 2021 and others expressed
their views on shipping challenges and appreciated the Govt. of India/ DGS for
their guidance, formulation, regulation, direction etc from time to time. They also
appreciated IMO, ILO, ITF, ICS and other institutions for their directions,
contributions, supports, assistances and in meeting the timely requirement to

lead the seafarers.

Ms. Soma Tandon, General Manager (Personnel) at "The Shipping Corporation

of India" was the Master of Ceremony for this successful event.

Dr. Raut Pandurang Kondiram, IRS, Deputy Director General of Shipping &Member
Secretary, NMDC (Central), presented the vote of thanks.The programme

concluded with the National Anthem.
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