
DGS Circular (NT/Engineering xxxx of 2022): Addendum to DGS Circular (NT/Engineering) No. 03 of 

2021):  

Subject: Training and Certification of seafarers on ships subject to IGF Code 

For Stakeholders Comments to vikrant.rai@gov.in by 24.01.2022 

1. Whereas the Directorate has issued DGS Circular 03 of 2021, stating the procedure for 

issuance and renewal of Basic and Advanced CoP for ships subjected to IGF Code. 

2. Whereas the transition of ships to Alternate/Zero Emission fuels has resulted in ships being 

fueled by various fuels such as LNG, LPG, Methanol, Ethanol etc. 

3. Whereas the Directorate has received request from stake holders to clarify as to whether: 

3.1. The Advanced and Basic CoP in IGF Code can be used to work on Methanol & Ethanol Fueled 

Ships. 

3.2. The requirement to get Advanced CoP in IGF Code can be achieved by sailing with: 

3.2.1. Basic CoP in IGF Code and after completing Advanced Training Course for all existing (LNG, 

LPG, Methanol, Ethanol) fuels covered in IGF Code before/after: 

3.2.1.1. the sea-service of at-least one month and one bunkering operation on ships subject to IGF 

Code and such ships are using Methanol/Ethanol as fuel or 

3.2.1.2. the sea-service on Chemical Tanker for at-least three months in previous 5-years on 

carrying Methanol/Ethanol as cargo and was involved cargo operations during carriage of 

methanol/ethanol. 

3.2.2. Whether a seafarer who has got Advanced CoP in IGF Code basis a valid advanced level 

CoP in liquefied Gas Tanker Cargo Operations and having participated in three cargo 

operations on board liquefied Gas Tanker and has completed seagoing service of three 

months in the previous five years on board on ships subject to the IGF Code or tankers 

(carrying as cargo, fuels covered by the IGF Code or ships using gases or low flashpoint 

fuel as fuel) can work on ships fuelled by Methanol/Ethanol. 

3.3. The methodology of renewal of Advanced CoP for those seafarers who continue to sail on 

ships fueled with Methanol/Ethanol. 

4. Taking all the above into consideration, and noting the properties of LPG, LNG, Methanol and 

Ethanol, following may be noted: 

4.1. Loading LNG into fuel tanks is a different process from loading HFO due to some unique 

differences in the fuel’s characteristics. One difference is that LNG is carried as a boiling liquid, 

which means temperature and pressure influence the behaviour of the liquid. A second 

difference is that LNG is a cryogenic liquid at temperatures of about -162°C (-259°F), and 

consequently, it is hazardous to personnel and any conventional steel structures or piping 



with which it comes into contact. A third difference is that the vapour from typical petroleum 

bunkering is not considered to create a hazardous zone because the flash point is above 60°C 

(140°F), and is simply vented through flame screens to the atmosphere. In contrast, LNG 

vapour can form explosive clouds in confined spaces and is considered hazardous. This 

requires special handling of the vapor when bunkering. 

4.2. Methanol as a liquid fuel at ambient conditions, bunkering equipment and practices for 

methanol are much closer to that for conventional fuel oil bunkering. Historical expertise and 

best practices have been developed internationally through the chemical tanker sector and 

ships subject to the IBC Code for bunkering of such fuels; however, experience in bunkering 

Methanol/Ethanol may not suffice for LNG/LPG bunkering, though, in reverse lessons can be 

learned and adapted from the use of LNG as marine fuel while developing bunkering 

infrastructure for methanol. 

5. Noting all the above, following has been decided: 

5.1. There will not be any changes in Basic or Advanced Training Course for Ships using Fuels 

covered within the IGF code conducted by MTIs approved for the course. The necessary 

aspects of Methanol and Ethanol as fuel shall be covered in E-Learning course conducted after 

date of applicability of this Circular. It may be noted LNG bunkering simulator being a 

mandatory part of this course, two of the bunkering operations shall be considered to have 

been completed after doing this course. 

5.2. The Basic and Advanced CoP for ships fuelled with fuels covered under IGF Code issued prior 

date of applicability of this circular can be used on sailing on ships fuelled with LPG, LNG, 

Methanol and Ethanol. 

5.3. No Basic CoP restricted for Methanol and Ethanol fueled ships shall be issued. However, based 

on seafarer meeting specific requirements detailed in this Circular, restricted Advanced CoP 

for sailing on Methanol or Ethanol fueled ships will be issued to enable seafarer with relevant 

experience on Chemical Tankers carrying Methanol/Ethanol as cargo, for joining such ships. 

6. With effect from 1st March 2022, that is the date of applicability of this Circular, following 

amendments are being carried out to DGS Circular No. 03 of 2021 to cater to ships fuelled 

with Methanol/Ethanol: 

6.1. Para 5.1.2: A seafarer who holds a certificate of proficiency in basic training for liquefied gas 

tanker cargo operations shall only be eligible for CoP in basic training for service on ships 

subject to IGF Code provided he has completed E-Learning Course for basic training for service 

on ships subject to IGF Code and pass the Exit Exam. 



6.2. Para 5.1.3: A Seafarer who holds a certificate of proficiency in advanced training for liquefied 

gas tanker cargo operations, is eligible for CoP in basic training for service on ships subject to 

IGF Code provided he has completed E-Learning Course for basic training for service on ships 

subject to IGF Code and pass the Exit Exam. 

6.3. Para 5.3.2.1: The Basic Course shall be revalidated based on Company letter certifying that 

the seafarer has at-least 3-Months experience in last 5-Years on ships: 

6.3.1. Addition of Sub-Para 5.3.2.1.1.: subject to IGF Code irrespective whether the experience 

is on ships fuelled with Methanol/Ethanol/LNG/LPG or 

6.3.2. Addition of Sub-Para 5.3.2.1.2.: was working on a ship carrying 

LNG/LPG/Methanol/Ethanol as Cargo. 

6.3.3. Addition of Sub-Para 6.2.2.5 under Para 6.2.2.: Completion of E-Learning Course for 

Advanced  Training Course for Ships subject to IGF Code and passing the Exit Exam. 

6.4. Issuance of Restricted Advanced CoP for Ships subject to IGF Code with restriction to work 

on only those type of such ships which are fueled by Methanol/Ethanol to only valid CoC 

holders:  These are mainly issued to cater for those seafarer who have been involved in sailing 

on Chemical Tankers carrying Methanol/Ethanol as cargo and now intend to sail on same type 

or other type of IGF Code certified ships fueled by Methanol or Ethanol. The eligibility 

requirements are: for restricted CoP is through one of the following ways: 

6.4.1. To have a Basic CoP for ships subject to IGF Code issued on/after 1 March 2022 and 

6.4.2. To have completed an Advanced Training in Ships subject to IGF Code on/after 1 March 

2022 (It may be noted that Advanced Training in iquefied Gas Tanker Cargo Operations 

shall not be considered equivalent for Advanced Training in Ships subject to IGF Code, 

under this category as the Couse does not include Two Bunkering training on Simulator) 

and 

6.4.3. Submission of Company letter stating that the Candidate has sailed on Ships carrying 

Methanol or Ethanol as Cargo for at-least 3-Months in last 5-Years, was involved in at-

least two cargo loading operations or 1-Month in last 3-Months, and was involved in at-

least one cargo loading operations. It may be noted that Advanced Training in Ships 

subject to IGF Code on/after 1 March 2022 can be completed prior gaining this experience 

and can apply for Advanced CoP from ship directly. 

7. Change from Restricted to Un-Restricted Advanced CoP: The Seafarer can at any-time during 

the period of validity of Advanced CoP can get the same converted to un-restricted CoP during 

the period of validity of CoP through either of the following ways on the date of application: 



7.1. Have experience of 1-M sailing on Ships subject to IGF Code &, fueled by LNG or LPG, and 

involved in at-least one bunkering operation: In this case, the period of validity of CoP will 

remain unchanged and revalidation shall be as DGS Circular 03 of 2021. 

7.2. Has completed seagoing service of one month on tankers carrying as cargo, fuels covered 

by the IGF Code and was involved in at-least one cargo loading operations: In this case, the 

period of validity of CoP will remain unchanged and revalidation shall be as DGS Circular 03 of 

2021. 

7.3. Has completed seafarer at-least 3-Months experience on ships subject to IGF Code & fuelled 

by LNG/LPG and was involved in minimum two bunkering operation: Here the period of 

validity of Advanced CoP shall be 5-years from date of application. 

7.4. Has completed seafarer at-least 3-Months experience on tankers carrying as cargo, fuels 

covered by IGF Code and was involved in at-least two cargo-loading operations: Here the 

period of validity of Advanced CoP shall be 5-years from date of application. 

7.5. Has completed at-least 1-month in last 3-months on ships subject to IGF Code & fuelled by 

LNG/LPG and was involved in minimum two bunkering operation: Here the period of validity 

of Advanced CoP shall be 5-years from date of application. 

7.6. Has completed seafarer at-least 1-Month experience in last 3 Month on tankers carrying as 

cargo, fuels covered by IGF Code and was involved in at-least two cargo-loading operations: 

Here the period of validity of Advanced CoP shall be 5-years from date of application. 

8. Renewal/Revalidation of Advanced CoP: 

8.1. The revalidation of restricted CoP shall be restricted to restricted CoP unless the CoP has been 

changed to un-restricted one. 

8.2. The revalidation of unrestricted Advanced CoP can be carried out in accordance with 

Paragraph 6.4 of DGS Circular 03 of 2021 with following amendments: 

8.2.1. Amendments to Sub-Paragraph 6.4.2.1 of DGS Circular 03 of 2021: The requirement of at-

least 3-month in last 5 Years on ships subject to IGF Code with involvement in minimum 

two bunkering operation on the date of application can be sufficed by having the same 

experience on either Methanol or Ethanol or LPG or LNG fuelled ships and experience 

used for changing to unrestricted CoP can also be used for renewal.  

8.2.2. Amendments to Sub-Paragraph 6.4.2.1 of DGS Circular 03 of 2021: The requirement of at-

least 1-month in last 3-months on ships subject to IGF Code with involvement in minimum 

two bunkering operation on the date of application can be sufficed by having the same 

experience on Methanol/Ethanol/LPG/LNG fuelled ships and experience used for 

changing to unrestricted CoP can also be used for renewal.  



8.3. The renewal of Restricted CoP can be carried out by a Seafarer having a valid CoC and 

irrespective of whether she has a valid or invalid Advanced CoP for ships subject to IGF Code 

provided she meets the following requirements on the date of application: 

8.3.1. One or more Company letter certifying that the seafarer has at-least 3-Months experience 

in last 5-years on ships subject to IGF Code and fuelled by Methanol/Ethanol with 

involvement in minimum two bunkering operation or 

8.3.2. One or more Company letter certifying a sea-service of at-least 1-monthin last 3-months 

on ships subject to IGF Code and fuelled by Methanol/Ethanol with involvement in 

minimum two bunkering operation or 

8.3.3. Completion of advanced training course (with two bunkering operations) on ships to IGF 

Code. 

9. Other issues: 

9.1. It may be noted that only the first time issuance of Basic CoP for ships subject to IGF Code is 

through DGS Automatic CoP Issuance System. Renewal of basic and issuance of initial or 

renewed Advanced CoP shall be through the on-line system, where the MMDs issue the CoPs. 

9.2. The SOP for issuance of Basic and Advanced CoP and their renewal can be accessed at --------. 


